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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). Members are advised 2 min-
utes remain in this vote.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion from the House of Representa-
tives:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 8, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This letter is to in-
form you that I have sent a letter to Lou-
isiana Governor Kathleen Babineaux Blanco
informing her that I am resigning my posi-
tion as the United States Representative for
the 1st Congressional District of Louisiana,
effective January 14, 2008.

In October, I was elected by the citizens of
Louisiana to be their next Governor. I am
truly honored that the citizens of Louisiana
have given me the opportunity to help lead
our state forward, and I remain humbled by
their support.

It has been a great privilege to serve the
residents of Louisiana in the House of Rep-
resentatives for the past three years. I have
served during some of the most trying times
in Louisiana’s history, and have worked to
help build a better future for our state.

I also want to thank you, Madam Speaker,
all of my colleagues in the House, and in par-
ticular Louisiana’s Congressional delegation,
as I have enjoyed working with them during
my time in Congress. I am looking forward
to continuing to work with you and my col-
leagues, as well as those serving our state in
Baton Rouge, in order to build a better Lou-
isiana.

Thank you and God bless,
BOBBY JINDAL,
Member of Congress.
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 8, 2007.
Hon. KATHLEEN BABINEAUX BLANCO,
Governor of Louisiana,
Baton Rouge, LA.

DEAR GOVERNOR BLANCO: In October, I was
elected by the citizens of Louisiana to be
their next Governor. I am hereby resigning
my position as the United States Represent-
ative for the 1st Congressional District of
Louisiana, effective January 14, 2008.

It has been a great privilege to serve the
residents of Louisiana in the House of Rep-
resentatives for the past three years. I have
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served during some of the most trying times
in our state’s history, and have worked to
help build a better future for our state. I am
truly honored that the citizens of Louisiana
have given me the opportunity to help lead
our state forward, and I remain humbled by
their support.

I also want to thank you and your adminis-
tration, as well as my colleagues in Louisi-
ana’s Congressional delegation, as I have en-
joyed working with you and them during my
time in Congress. I am looking forward to
continuing this important work in order to
build a better Louisiana.

Thank you and God bless,
BOBBY JINDAL,
Member of Congress.

———

DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR,
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2008—VETO MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 110-76)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following veto mes-
sage from the President of the United
States:

To the House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith without my
approval H.R. 3043, the ‘‘Departments
of Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 2008.”

This bill spends too much. It exceeds
the reasonable and responsible levels
for discretionary spending that I pro-
posed to balance the budget by 2012.
The Congress is on a path to spend $205
billion more over the next 5 years than
I requested. This puts a balanced budg-
et in jeopardy and risks future tax in-
creases. This year, the Congress plans
to overspend my budget by $22 billion,
of which $10 billion is for increases in
this bill. Health care, education, job
training, and other goals can be
achieved without this excessive spend-
ing if the Congress sets priorities.

This bill continues to fund programs
that are duplicative or ineffective. The
Congress continues to fund 56 programs
totaling more than $3.2 billion that I
proposed to terminate because they are
duplicative, narrowly focused, or not
producing results.

This bill does not sufficiently fund
programs that are delivering positive
outcomes. For example, Reading First,
a critical initiative that is dem-
onstrating results, receives a 61 per-
cent cut, even though low-income stu-
dents enrolled in Reading First schools
posted a more than 10-point improve-
ment in reading proficiency from 2004
to 2006.

This bill has too many earmarks. 1
set out clear goals for the Congress to
reform the earmarking process. The
Congress chose not to put earmarks in
bill text, instead including nearly all
in report language, and they did not
reach the goal of cutting the cost and
number of earmarks by at least half.
This bill contains more than 2,200 ear-
marks totaling nearly $1 billion. Con-
gressional earmarks divert Federal
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